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 Newsletter November 2020 

 
Welcome to the larger than usual November Newsletter. Our summer schedule is now 
finished. Few would have believed back in late March or early April that this could ever have 
been achieved. But it was. The BSDGC committee have worked hard to make it possible, and 
none have worked harder than our captain, John Price. His tenure as captain has now 
finished and, significantly, it has taken three shaggies to take over the responsibilities that 
he managed on his own this year. But in spite of all the heroics, with rising coronavirus cases 
both nationally and locally we have come full circle and find ourselves in another  
government ordered lockdown, this time with no dispensation to play our sport. Despite 
this, the handover of captaincy to Jeff Jones has taken place. More on this in the newsletter. 
Also, even if we can't play, WHS2020 goes live on 2 November, you can take time to register 
onto England Golf and see your Handicap Index and scores if you haven't already done so. 
More on this too in the busy newsletter. 
 

 
 
Above: "Cometh the hour, cometh the man" 2020 captain John Price  
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Pype Hayes Away Day  
On Wednesday 7 October we played our last away day of the year at Pype Hayes. There 
were some concerns about the weather conditions and even whether Pype Hayes could 
host an Away Day given the tightening Coronavirus regulations. Happily, weather conditions 
improved and the staff at Pype Hayes worked hard to look after us and 32 Shaggies started 
their rounds, following a bacon Bap and coffee. After the round we sat on the terrace, and 
had a meal of sandwiches and chips. 
 
The overall winners were the team of Captain John Price, Tara Sunner, John Hughes and 
Roger Pollard on 85 points. Trevor Jones, Doc Bassan, Keith Tonks and Doug Corfield were 
in second place, just one point behind. Best individuals first Kevin Waters 37, second Stan 
Osborne 36, third Tara Sunner 36. Nearest the pin prizes go to John Firth, Pat Carey, Doc 
Bassan and Doug Corfield. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: Chips and sandwiches on the Terrace at Pype Hayes 
 
Overall Positions      
1 JOHN PRICE  85 pts  Overall Winner    
 TARA SUNNER        
 JOHN HUGHES        
 ROGER POLLARD        
         
2 TREVOR JONES  84 pts  Overall Runner-Up    
 TARLOCHAN BASSAN        
 KEITH TONKS        
 DOUG. CORFIELD        
         
3 JEFF JONES  83 pts  Overall 3rd    
 KEVIN WATERS        
 JAMES J DOWLING        
 JOHN GIBBONS        
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4 PATRICK CAREY  82 pts      
 GRAEME REID        
 LES HAMP        
 STAN OSBORNE        
         
5 JOHN FIRTH   82 pts      
 DEREK DEVENPORT        
 KEVAL JANDU        
 DAVID DENTON        
         
6 IAN HEATHCOCK  80 pts      
 DICK CHAPMAN        
 JOHN POULTNEY        
 IAN EDWARDS        
         
7 RICHARD NICHOLLS 80 pts      
 STEVEN REES        
 KEITH GIBSON        
 ANTHONY BURNS        
         
8 ARNIE EVANS  70 pts      
 PETER HART        
 STEVE BETTERTON        
 CHRISTOPHER B. SUTTON        
 

Alan Wood Trophy 
 
On Friday 9 October we managed to play the postponed 
Alan Wood Trophy which is a stroke play competition and 
our very last Trophy of the season. John Poultney was the 
popular winner by one stroke from the ever present Tara 
Sunner. 
 

 

  Member H/C Gross Net 
 

 B9 B6 B3 B1 

1 John Poultney 28 88 60   32 22 12 3 

2 Tara Sunner 10 71 61 1 29 19 8 2 

3 John Firth 13 75 62   32 24 11 3 

4 Stan Osborne 18 81 63   30 23 12 2 

5 Ian Heathcock 12 75 63   32 20 11 3 

6 Roger Pollard 19 83 64   29 19 10 3 

7 John Price 18 82 64   29 20 9 2 

8 Jeff Jones 21 86 65 1 33 22 12 3 

9 Jim Dowling 17 83 66   31 23 12 4 

10 T Bassan 13 79 66   32 21 13 3 
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Nightingale Knockout 
 
The season long Nightingale knockout competition also came to a close on Friday 9 October 
with chairman Arnie Evans beating John Gibbons 3 and 2. 
 

FIRST 
ROUND 

SECOND 
ROUND 

QUARTER 
FINAL 

SEMI-FINAL FINAL Winner 

By 17th July By 21st Aug By 11th Sept By 2nd Oct By 14th Oct  
John Gibbons                                        

John Gibbons 
v 

John Firth 

    

Michael Nielsen John Gibbons    

Richard Nicholls     

John Firth v John Gibbons   

Ian McGregor Steve Betterton 
v 

Chris Sutton 

    

Steve Betterton Steve Betterton    

Chris Sutton     

John Poultney   John Gibbons  

Doc Bassan Doc Bassan 
v 

Stan Osborne 

    

Tony Burns Stan Osborne    

Stan Osborne     

Stephen Rees v Ian Heathcock   

Jeff Jones  
Jim Dowling                    

v   
Ian Heathcock 

    

Jim Dowling Ian Heathcock    

Ian Heathcock     

Dick Chapman    Arnie Evans 

Tara Sunner                                        
Chris Cooper 

    

Chris Cooper Chris Cooper     

Tim Rafferty     

John Hughes  v Arnie Evans   

Les Hamp                                               
Dog Denton 

v 
Arnie Evans 

    

Dog Denton Arnie Evans    

Trevor Jones     

Arnie Evans   Arnie Evans  

Keith Tonks                                            
Peter Hart 

v 
Pat Carey 

    

Peter Hart Pat Carey    

Hugh McNair     

Pat Carey v Roger Pollard   

John Price                                        
Graeme Reid 

v   
Roger Pollard 

    

Graeme Reid Roger Pollard    

Doug Corfield     

Roger Pollard     
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Monthly Medal 
 
We played the October Monthly Medal on Friday 16 October. Things did not go well with 
handicaps and the quality of returned cards so it was considered improper to submit and for 
Congu handicap adjustment. Dick Chapman, Ian Heathcock and John Price were the best 
performers on the day, with Dick Chapman finishing ahead of Ian Heathcock on countback. 
 
 Member Nett  

1 Dick Chapman 62 B6 

2 Ian Heathcock 62 B9 

3 John Price 62  

4 Les Hamp 64  
5 Kevin Waters 64  

6 Roger Pollard 65  

7 Arnie Evans 65  

8 Jeff Jones 66  

9 John Firth 66  

10 Graeme Reid 66  

 

Winter Trophy Rond 1  
 
We played the first round of our Winter Trophy on Friday 23 October. This is an individual, 
best 4 from 6 rounds aggregate stableford competition. Keval Jandu sprang from the traps 
like a greyhound and won the round with 40 points, Michael Nielsen was second on 38 
points. 
 

 
Member H/C Points 

 
 B9 B6 B3 B1 

1 Keval Jandu 25 40 1 21 14 7 3 

2 Michael Nielsen 20 38   18 11 6 2 

3 Peter Hart 13 36 1 18 12 5 2 

4 John Price 18 35   17 12 5 1 

5 John Gibbons 18 35 1 17 10 6 3 

6 Jim Dowling 17 34   20 12 7 3 

7 John Poultney 28 34   15 11 7 3 

 
Medal 
 
We played a medal from the yellow tees on Friday 30 October. John Gibbons mastered the 
very damp conditions to win on a nett 61 strokes with Jeff Jones two shots behind in second 
place. 
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  Member H/C Gross Net 
 

 B9 B6 B3 B1 

1 John Gibbons 18 79 61 1 26 19 10 3 

2 Jeff Jones 21 84 63 1 31 19 11 3 

3 Chris Sutton 27 91 64   28 17 9 1 

4 John Price 18 82 64 1 32 22 11 2 

5 Tara Sunner 10 76 66   32 22 11 2 

6 Chris Cooper 26 92 66   34 25 10 3 

7 Patrick Carey 14 80 66   35 27 14 3 

 

Other News 
 

Round up of the season 
Obviously our usual end of season highlight, the Presentation Dinner, is not going to take 
place this year. We are still looking for ways to present the trophies to their recipients, even 
if we have to wait for the Coronavirus landscape to improve. More on this next month.   
 

Change to the Captaincy Term 
 

We are changing the captaincy to run 
from November to October to give the 
new captain time to sort things to his 
satisfaction before competitions, 
matches and away days start in earnest in 
April. This gave us the opportunity to 
thank captain John Price for all his hard 
work this year for the Boldmere Shaggy 
Dogs. After Golf on Friday 30 October the 
captain was presented with his captain's 
medal and also in recognition of his 
sterling service to the club this year, he 
was presented with the trophy that will 
brighten up any shelf, the clubman of the 
year award. Chris Price was presented 
with a bouquet and a pot of flowers as a 
thank you for the Shaggies encroaching 
into their life. No speeches were made 
but shown below is the speech the 
captain published on our Whatsapp 
group. And if you have already read it, 
then read Chris Price's poem "The plight 
of the Captain's wife" further below.  

 
Above: captain John Price and Chris Price with medal and flowers. 



 
 
 

7 
 

The Captain's Speech (originally published on Whatsapp) 
 
As I hope that you all know the Anthony Nolan Trust is about helping people with blood 
cancers.   They do this by keeping a register of potential bone marrow or stem cells donors 
and then matching them with people needing a transplant.     
 
I chose this charity because of the fantastic work they do.  We know this first hand because 
Chris and I have a friend that had a transplant and is a survivor of Non Hodgkins Lymphoma.  
Dianne and Chris have been close friends since they were in a Toddler group.  A very long 
time!  
 
If been a manager is about achieving things through the efforts of others then I’ve been a 
success, because we have raised so much money because of your efforts.   In some ways the 
lockdown has caused the perfect opportunity for others to give me the chance to collect 
money. 
 
That said I need to give special thanks to:   

Steve Betterton for his drawings that raised the best part of £200 as well as the 
putting competition on the away stay. 
Gill Osborne the quiz master 
Sylvia Evans for the face masks 
Kevin Waters for the Shaggy Dogs badges. 
 

To those that have made very generous donations amounting to over another £200.  You 
know who you are. 
 
Last but not least, to all the players that have had the misfortune of putting their ball into 
the Captain’s bunker.  HAHA! 
 
We have raised a whooping total of £1000   + gift aid meaning the charity have benefitted 
by  £1250.  This will pay for 45 new people to be processed and added to the register and 
help to save lives.  So thank you to everyone. 
 
To next year’s Captain, Jeff:  The bar is set at a false high 
 
Before I carry on I would like to remember to pay tribute to our old friend Dave Docker.  So 
very sad.  RIP Dave.  I rather expect he is up there telling Sevy that he needs to slow his back 
swing! and a mention to John Draper. Get well soon John we have missed you and your 
erratic trolley. 
 
So this year has been a challenge for us and I’m pleased to say that we have kept it together.  
Not only that we have grown with our membership now standing at 38.  We have enjoyed 
record turnouts.  Last Friday there were 35 players and at the Pype Hayes away day 32.  
Well done guys. 
During my working life I have been a planner and a development manager ( 2 very different 
industries).  I have controlled multi million pound contracts and planned the closure/move 
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of a Police Station.  I mention these because nothing prepared me for sorting out the initial 
draws for our games after the restart.  I was so nervous about it working out.  Well it did so 
thank you all for your patience, support and encouragement.    
 
From re opening until the end of the October  I am proud to report that we have managed 
to use almost 500 tee times for approaching 1500 rounds.  Now I would like to add Shaggy 
Dogs development to my CV.  
 
I’m not the only one that has had to be creative.  We have had the WAGs with their DIY 
picnics in the car park.  Chris (wife) has learned new skills.  e.g. How to do a one hour Tesco 
shop online in 3 hours! 
 
There are new phrases like “Lockdown haircut.”  I know that when dog Denton went for a 
proper haircut the barber asked him.  “Do you play golf?” 
Of course Dog answered “Yes.” 
The barber said “ With the Shaggy Dogs at Boldmere?” 
Dog said “Yes.  Why do you recognise me?” 
The barber said “ No, I’ve just found your cap!” 
 
I am so chuffed that somehow we managed the summer programme and am pleased to see 
that there are so many different winners.  In a way that’s a well done to the score card 
inputters and the handicappers.  Thank you for your usually thankless efforts. 
 
A short report on the 6 course challenge.  Because I'm boring.  6 players played in all rounds.  
14 completed 4 cards or more,.  7 others took part.  Well done to everyone but especially to 
the runner up….Me.  Sorry I mean the winner Tara. 
 
Clearly I am the  most successful captain yet!  Never lost a match!  A win and a draw against 
Pype Hayes was better than any of us expected.  Well done to the 25 players that took part. 
I think it’s fair to say that we have missed our Friday meetings, the banter and laughter, and 
it’s doubtful, because of numbers, that we will be able get these back as they were.  So, 
maybe, one of our next challenges will be to find ways for us to meet for a social.  Or even 
have an occasional meeting after play. 
 
I think that it is only when you are on the committee that you trully realise how much effort 
goes into the Shaggy Dogs.  Thank you to our management.  I’m sure that next year will also 
have some big challenge, I’m equally sure that you will rise to them 
 
Playing with you lot is in so inspirational.  By that I mean the that I love the optimism, shown 
by your determination to get better at this silly game, investing in the best gear because you 
know it will serve you well for years to come.  Even putting the pound in for nearest the pin! 
I am honoured to have been this year's captain and am proud of what we have achieved.  I 
am particularly proud of the support and encouragement you have given me.  Thank you all.  
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The Plight of the Captains wife 

What better time on this presentation night 
To reflect on the year as a Captains wife 
It’s been a strange year we would all agree 
As a Captains wife, even stranger for me! 
 

Lockdown came with challenges to beat 
No golf cramped our style as they were under our feet! 
Then as restrictions got less and games commenced with relief 
But now them on Whattsapp caused the next grief 
 

Conversations a no go “I’m just organising this” 
Spread sheets and phone calls and making more lists. 
When out playing golf, I could get a look in 
as my turn on the computer became more exciting than gin! 
 

Shopping on line has become quite the norm 
When the golfer returns he looks all forlorn 
Has he missed me so much or had a bad game? 
No, it’s his paypal account that gives him the pain. 
 

On a car park for a picnic, not very plush 
 But meeting other wives, now this was a plus! 
As the men came to join us, all ears were burning 
We’d spent the last hours commiserating and learning 
 

We weren’t all alone as they’re all the same 
One track minds of the golfers brain. 
If you ask how they got on, you may live to regret 
As the answer is long and the glazed look they’ll get! 
 

In Lockdown, the captain looked at a loose end 
Watching bargain hunt, which drives me round the bend 
 I made a suggestion which fell on deaf ears 
To tidy his study after all of those years 
 

Well alas came the time and the job wasn’t done 
His first game of golf, he went off to have fun 
But when he got home he looked with aghast 
His office was empty, but was clean at last! 
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Meetings in the garden 6 metres apart 
Hot dogs and cookies that was my part. 
This evening so different to those of the past 
No hands to shake or kisses alas! 
 

Well let’s hope soon things will get back to norm 
But some things will never change and that’s the stifled yawn. 
We wouldn’t have it any way as at least you’re out of trouble 
But please remember why we say “Please make mine a double”   
Chris Price 2020 

 
 
 
New Captain  
 

Our new captain (no its not 
Jeremy Corbyn)  with effect 
from 1 November 2020 is last 
year's vice captain Jeff Jones. 
His nominated vice captain is 
Kevin Waters.  
 
Jeff has wasted no time in 
selecting this year's Shaggies 
charity. It is the Cancer 
Support Centre Sutton 
Coldfield.   

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
To provide a place of sanctuary and support for 
adults whose lives are affected by cancer. To be a 
sustainable recognised centre of excellence as a 
community-based charity providing care and 
support for all adults whose lives are affected by 
cancer. We aim to achieve this through the 
promotion of health and wellbeing. 

 
The Cancer Support Centre Sutton Coldfield was founded as a charity in 2001 to support 
cancer patients in the Midlands. Its creation began when Mavis Cunningham; who was an 
experienced nurse and was involved with a local breast cancer charity, recognised the gap in 
support available locally and developed an idea with other founding members. These 
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founder members envisioned a house where an atmosphere of peace and tranquillity would 
be created. It would be a place of sanctuary for those affected by cancer. Counselling and 
complementary therapies would be provided for those with cancer and help would be 
available for family and friends. 

 
Organisational Changes 
 
As mention earlier, some of the roles the captain has undertaken are going to be managed 
by other Shaggy Dogs, and some organisational changes have also been made. 
 

 Wednesday golf is going to be organised and run by John Firth 
 

 Friday golf is going to be organised and run by chairman Arnie Evans 
 

 The Six Course Challenge will be organised and run by Kevin Waters 
 

 Away Days will be organised and run by chairman Arnie Evans 
 

 2021 external matches will be organised and run by captain Jeff Jones 
 

New Handicap Committee 
 
A joint handicap committee for both Boldmere club and the Shaggies has been set up with 
John Gibbons as the Handicap Committee chairman. The committee will additionally consist 
of Tony Wilkins (Boldmere club) and Trevor Jones, Ian Heathcock and Richard Nicholls 
(Shaggies).  
 
The reason for this committee is because we are taking advantage of the fact we now have a 
measured yellow tee course which enables moving off our confusing three handicaps to a 
single handicap managed via the Handicap Master England Golf accredited system with 
effect from the implementation of WHS2020 on 2 November 2020.  

 
WHS 2020 and Handicap Master 
 
We have been running some informative items on the Shaggies whatsapp group to prepare 
everyone for the implementation of WHS2020 on Monday 2 November, and the replacing of 
our Wednesday, Friday and Congu Handicaps with a single WHS2020 handicap.  
 
This will stop a lot of confusion over using different handicaps, but it will come with 
responsibilities for members as all our games will need to be played to the same rules as all 
the other golfers in the world.  
 
This means that all of our local rules no longer apply.  i.e. there is no free drop for a ball lost 
in leaves on the fairway.  There is no dropping a ball for a two stroke penalty in the vicinity 
of where a ball was lost or went out of bounds, if you have not hit a provisional shot, you 
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will have to walk back to where the shot was played from and drop a ball for a one shot 
penalty.  
 
The only exception are the rules adopted for playing golf safely in the coronavirus epidemic 
which we have been using since May.  
 
The onus is on you as a member to understand and play to the rules of golf. This includes 
knowing your Handicap Index and being able to calculate your Course Handicap each time 
you play a formal round of golf. 
 
If you want to see your Handicap Index, the best thing you can do is to log on to the England 
Golf members site where you can see your H.I. and also all of your recent scores. You can do 
this at: 
 
https://members.whsplatform.englandgolf.org/ 
 
If you have not got an account or have not accessed it recently, you will need to register 
using your CDH no. These have been posted on our whatsapp group. You will then be sent 
an email with a code which you can use to complete your registration and gain access to the 
site. If you have difficulty gaining access, please contact Richard Nicholls. 
 
When you turn up to play golf on Wednesday or Friday you have an obligation to pre -
register. You can do this by simply signing your initials next to your name on the starters 
sheet. 
 
You will then need to work out your course handicap for whichever tees the round is to be 
played off by looking up your Handicap Index on a table which will be outside the clubhouse 
and reading off the Course Handicap for the appropriate tee. 
 
 If you reach the first tee and have forgotten to work out your Course Handicap, you can find 
the table on our website at: 
 
https://shaggies.wixsite.com/boldmere-shaggy-dogs 
 
Where you can also see a video explaining the implementation of WHS2020. 
You can also calculate your Course Handicap as: 
 
Your Handicap Index multiplied by the Slope Rating (96 for the yellow tees, 97 for the white 
tees) divided by 113. But you might need a calculator. 
 
After the round the scorecards will need to be sent by whatsapp as it is now, but we hope to 
have a new Boldmere Club/Shaggies scorecard to issue to each group which will allow 
clearer images for our handicap secretaries to input from. 
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New Manager at mytimeactive 
                                         
James Freeman has taken over the management role at 
mytimeactive for Boldmere, Pype Hayes and Rose Hill Golf 
Courses. James is a keen golfer and joined the shaggies for a 
round on Wednesday 21 October to get a feel for the course 
and to meet the staff. He has hit the ground running and has 
already had a  Boldmere club/Shaggies meeting and had 
managed to get the Boldmere cafe to re-open from Friday 6 
November, although the new lockdown will prevent this 
from happening. 
                                
                                                                     Right: James Freeman 
 
 
Shaggies Current Account  
 
Our account balance is now £1340.48 
Less Commitments     £122.00 
 
Current Balance             £1218.48 

 
 
 

 

 

The committee want to ensure that everyone who wants to play in a match has the 

chance to do so. Please contact the Captain and let him know which matches you are 

available for. 

Richard Nicholls Secretary  

Boldmere Shaggy Dogs Committee 2020/21   
Chairman  Arnie Evans   
Vice Chairman  John Firth   
Treasurer Michael Nielsen   
Captain John Price   
Vice Captain Jeff Jones   
Competition Secretary Trevor Jones   
Assistant Competition Secretaries Ian Heathcock   
Secretary Richard Nicholls   
Assistant Secretary John Price   

 


