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 Newsletter July 2022 

 
Welcome to the July newsletter. The standard of golf at the Shaggy Dogs is outstanding at 
the moment. We are regularly seeing competitions won in the nett mid 50's and lower, but 
we even had a card returned with a nett 49. Read on to see who it was. 

Above: Its our Away Day at Aston Wood! 

 
Millennium Trophy Round 2 
We played the second round of the Millennium Trophy on Friday 3 June. Tim Rafferty had an 
extraordinary round and finished on a nett 49 strokes, six strokes ahead of second place 
Arnie Evans, who had a round of 55 - which would normally win any of our competitions. 
Tara Sunner and Trevor Jones also made it into the 50's on one of the lowest scoring rounds 
any shaggy can remember. 



2 
 

 
When the two rounds were combined it was clear that Tim Rafferty's 49 strokes in round 
two was enough to win him the Millennium Trophy on 116 strokes and a cut in his Handicap 
Index. Arnie Evans was second on 118 strokes, separated from both Tara Sunner and Peter 
Hart by virtue of the countback, with a further two players one shot back on 119 strokes. 
 

 
It was also the Queen Elizabeth's Platinum Jubilee. We had a competition for the best 
dressed golfer playing in the Millennium trophy.  

 

 
Above: Kevin Waters won the best dressed jubilee golfer. Obviously! 
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Boldmere v Marston Lakes 
We were supposed to entertain Marston Lakes on Monday 6 June, but alas the rain over the 
weekend meant the course was closed. The match is rearranged for 30 June.  

 
 
Birmingham Seniors 
It was the Birmingham Seniors held at Pype Hayes on Tuesday 7 June. The Shaggies gave a 
very good account of themselves finishing with a best 8 from 10 stableford scores of 279 
which put us in third place overall. Rose Hill were first on 305, with Pype Hayes second on 
299. Our top scorers were Tara Sunner and Les Hamp, both on 41 points. 
 

Player Points 

Kevin Waters 31 

Pat Carey 31 

Trevor Jones 33 

John Firth  35 

Doc Bassan 29 

Tara Sunner 41 

Stan Osborne 35 

Ian Heathcock 33 

Les Hamp 41 

Steve Rees 30 

 

Monthly Medal 
We played our June Monthly Medal on Friday 10 June. Played from the white tees, Steve 
Betterton took control of the round with an excellent nett 57, five strokes ahead of second 
place Kevin Waters on a nett 62. 
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Redditch Dragonflies v Boldmere  
Our first visit to the tricky Pitcheroak course was on Thursday 16th June. Many shaggies 
found the hilly golf course difficult but we managed to share the honours. 3 - 3. 
 
Stan Osborne and  Kevin Waters  won 3&2 
Peter Hart and Jeff Jones  won 2&1 
Pat Carey and Doc Bassan  won 1up 
Arnie Evans and Ian Edwards lost 2&1 
Trevor Jones and John Firth lost 7&6 
Steve Betterton and Roger Pollard  lost 4&3 
 

The A.J. Lea Chairman's Trophy 
It was the first round of the Chairman's trophy on Friday 17 June. This is a stableford 
competition played off the white tees. It was John Draper who took the lead in this two 
round competition finishing in regulation on 36 point, but beating Chris Cooper who also 
finished in regulation into second place via the countback. 

 
Did you know? 
This trophy was presented by Mr Alfred J Lea. Alf was a lifelong supporter of Boldmere Golf 
Club and served on the committees for many years. Alf was a founder member of the Shaggy 
Dogs and was instrumental in naming the club. He designed the logo as he did for the main 
club. Alf lived in Boldmere, and was born in a water mill which was somewhere near the site 
of the  9th Tee. Alf together with Cap Smith, Don Wilcox, Fred Price, Jim Curtis, Ossie Beynon 
were the original founder members. The main reason for the formation was that they were 
all approaching their retirement and thought that midweek competition would get them up 
out of bed for some golf related interaction between them, and keep them active 
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The next round will be held on Friday 8 July.  

 
Six Course Challenge at Pype Hayes Round 3  
 
Our third round of the Six course Challenge juggernaut rolled into Pype Hayes on a 
beautifully warm and Sunny day on Monday 20 June. 15 of the 22 players finished in 
regulation or better. Kevin Waters won the round with a massive 46 points, ahead of Trevor 
Jones on 44 

 

 
Away Day at Aston Wood 
 
Our second away day of the year was again in ideal sunny conditions at the 6,400  yard, ditch 
and lake featured Aston Wood Golf Course. The team of Ian Heathcock, Richard Nicholls 
and John Draper took first place with a nett score of 87 based on the two best stableford 
scores per hole. In Second place was the team of Kevin Waters, Stephen Rees and Graeme 
Reid. Third was the team of Chris Cooper, Stan Osborne and Steve Betterton. 
The individual winner was the in form Kevin Waters on 42 points, ahead of second place 
Chris Cooper on 38 and Richard Nicholls on 36.  
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Above: The Three Amigos, Tom Lowthian, Derek Devenport and Phil Brooks wait 
to tee off at Aston Wood. 
 
Medal 
It was our Medal off the yellow tees on Friday 24 June. Conditions were a little windy but 
that did not stop John Gibbons from returning a nett 56 to win the medal with Pat Carey 
beating off 4 other players on 58 strokes to second place via a hard working Handicap 
Master countback calculation. 
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Boldmere v Marston Lakes 
 
Our rescheduled match against Marston Lakes took place on Thursday 30 June. It was a 
Victory for us decided on the last hole of the last match with Trevor Jones also winning the 
nearest the pin on the 18th 
 
Kevin Waters and Les Hamp won 5 & 4 
John Firth and Ian Heathcock won 6 & 4 
Arnie Evans and Steve Betterton won 2 & 1 
John Price and Dog Denton lost by 2 
Pat Carey and Roger Pollard lost by 2  
Trevor Jones and Doc Bassan won 2 & 1 
 
The Shaggies won  4 - 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Above: Kevin Waters and Les Hamp ready to tee off against Marston Lakes 

 
The J. O'Donnell Jubilee Trophy 
 
We played the aggregate strokeplay pairs O'Donnell Jubilee Trophy on Friday 1 July in 
perfect conditions, the course having softened by rain overnight. The Golf played was of the 
highest standard with Ian Heathcock and Ian Edwards running out winners on 115 strokes 
ahead of second place Pat Carey and Dog Denton. 
Some of the individual scoring was superb with Dog Denton going round in 73 (nett 52) and 
Ian Heathcock going round in 68 (net 55, or playing to a handicap of 7). 
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Did you know? 
Jim was a retiree from Dunlop he used to frequent the Boldmere Golf Course Café. Very 
often during the year when the Shaggies had nothing to play for Jim would put up a bottle of 
scotch. Eventually he sponsored this Trophy. 
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Other News 
 
New Head Greenkeeper  
 
We have a new Head Greenkeeper at Boldmere and 
Pype Hayes. James (Jim) O'Brien has joined mytime 
active from Drayton Park Golf Club. Jim has hit the deck 
running and is already developing plans to improve the 
course. Give him a wave if you see him on the course, 
but please be respectful of his time and if you have any 
queries, please contact a committee member so the 
query can be progressed through our meetings with 
mytime.  
 
 
 

David Docker Pairs Knockout 
 
The David Docker Pairs competition has reached the semi-final  

 

Nightingale Knockout 
 
We are now at the Quarter final stage with one quarter-final already have being played. 
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New Local Rules 
Local Rule 9 has been updated to allow relief under rule 16.1e for a lost ball in badger 
damage anywhere on the course.  

LOCAL RULES 

1 All Golf Course Local Rules as the scorecard. 

2 Distance Measuring Devices may be used in all competitions. As a courtesy, distances must be 

made available to any players in the group who makes a request. 

3 Preferred Lies Mytime Active sets the start and end dates for preferred lies. Boldmere Golf Club 

adopt these dates for Preferred Lies. In addition, the Handicap Committee may, at other times of 

adverse conditions, decide to apply Preferred Lies. This will be announced before the competition and 

noted on the starters sheet. When Preferred Lies are in operation: - 

 A ball lying on a closely mown area in the general area may be lifted without penalty and 

cleaned, after marking its position. It must be placed within six inches of and not nearer the 

hole than where it originally lay. 

4  Mud on Ball If the Handicap Committee  consider conditions warrant relief in the general area for 

dealing with  mud on a ball then local rule 4 will apply This will be announced before the competition 

and noted on the starters sheet. When in operation: - 

A ball not lying on a closely mown area in the general area and not in a hazard, and with mud 

adhered to it may be lifted without penalty and cleaned, after marking its position. The ball 

must then be replaced in the exact position from which it was lifted.  

When using this rule the player must give his marker/opponent the opportunity to observe the marking 

and placement of the ball.  

5 Flooded Bunkers Any bunker totally flooded before the start of a competition and brought to the 

Handicap Committee’s attention, will be deemed Ground under repair. Otherwise rule 16.1.c applies.  

6 Aeration Holes In the general area, a ball that comes to rest in or on an aeration hole may be lifted 

without penalty cleaned and dropped, as near as possible to the spot where it lay but not nearer the 

hole. On the putting green, a ball that comes to rest in or on an aeration hole may be placed at the at 

the nearest spot not nearer the hole that avoids the situation. 

7  For Safety & Clarification Reasons any Ground Under Repair which includes a bunker is also a No 

Play Zone, including any grass verge below the white line that surrounds the bunker. Rule 16.1 

applies. 

8  For Clarification The low guardrail fence between the 18th fairway and the path to the 1st tee near 

to the putting green and clubhouse is an immovable obstruction as is the drainage strip cut out 

adjacent to the guard rail on the course side. Rule 16.1 applies, should either interfere with your 

stance or swing 

9  For Clarification Relief for Ball Not Found but in or on Abnormal Course Condition During play of the 

course any ground with temporary accumulations of leaves in the general area or in a bunker, or 

severe badger damage is treated as ground under repair from which free relief is allowed under rule 

16.1e. Players are asked to exercise good & fair judgement in these situations and not seek to gain an 

unfair advantage. i.e. it is virtually certain (95%) fellow players saw ball drop in the Abnormal Course 

Condition. (Scores returned when this rule applies are still acceptable for handicapping purposes if a 

measured course.) Please note that there is no choice of reference point under rule 16.1 It will be at 

the nearest point of relief not nearer the hole, wherever that is. 
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